TEAM WORK: The Dundonald Croquet Club team line up at the big event.
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_TENSIONS ran high at
Dundonald Croquet Club
on Saturday June 5, as two
inter-club teams battled it
out to win the new Co-oper-ative Funeralcare_Trophy.
In a move away from the traditional knockout tournaments, the
new competition was played in a format akin to golf's 'Ryder Cup', with
. the entire club split into two opposing
teams battling against each other.
Masterminded by founder member
Ronnie Zorget and Club Captain Dave
Farrow, the format was designed to
create a healthy rivalry within the club
as members were segregated by their
place of origin.
Team 'Native' was made up of those
who had attended the local Dundonald
Primary School, and was surprisingly
the smaller of the two teams, but had
a wealth of experience and individual
talent.
Opposing team 'Interloper' comprised the remainder of the club and

boasted a range of highly-skilled players together with young up-and-coming
stars.
Throughout the day Natives captain
Douglas Shedden pitted his wits against
Interloper captain Dave Farrow in a bid
to reach the agreed target score of 15
points. Six hoop Golf Croquet was
played at one point per win and a half
point for a draw.
Spreading his experienced players across the board, Captain Shedden
found his team up 7-1 after eight
games.
It looked to be a walkover for the
Natives when Willie Steel and All
Ayrshire finalist lain McKee shocked
the crowds by taking a point from
2007 treble-winner Jamie Shedden and
crowd pleaser George Steele.
However, Captain Farrow's team
still looked to be firing on only three
cylinders and had to start scoring fast in
order to catch the Natives by the close
of play at 8.3Opm.
As the shadows on the lawn drew
longer with each stroke of a mallet,

each player dug deep in this test of
character and resolve.
The Interlopers closed the gap to
just three points when mixed pair Dave
Farrow and Emma Duckworth halved
a game with the Natives' Marion Imrie
and John Shedden Junior. It became too
close to call and a somewhat complacent team Native had to muster up a
few more wins to stay ahead.
In a final burst of will and detennination, the Interlopers won four games in
a row bringing their score to 9.5 with
just 30 minutes left to play.
With team Native only two points
in front, their players on the lawn had
to force the win. But as the seconds
ticked away, rookie player lain McKee
cried foul as the Natives strategically
slowed play in a bid to let theclock do
the work.
After a hard-fought match, the
Natives were awarded the trophy, having scored 12.5 to the Interlopers' 9.5.
Captain Farrow graciously accepted
defeat and presented the trophy to
opposing captain Shedden.'

In an impromptu post-match speech,
Captain Farrow kindly thanked the
sponsors and tournament organisers
for their 'vision and courage in trying
something new'.
Tournament organisers would like to
thank all who turned out to play.
Club secretary Steven Easton said:
"The club would not exist without all
of its members from the village and
beyond and we hope everyone enjoyed
the friendly rivalry between the teams.
This will remain a popular annual fixture thanks to the kind support of Cooperative Funeralcare."
The club would also like to remind
anyone who has an interest in the game
that the Dundonald Croquet Club
Annual Open Day is being held on
Saturday June 19, striking off at 3pm.
Non rriembers are especially welcome
and are encouraged to come and try the
game and enjoy the festivities on what
is sure to be a great day.
Details of all future competitions can
be found at www.dundonaldcroquetclub.org

SKIPPER SUPREME: Natives Captain Jamie Shedden plays his shot.

